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£OY5 7ORD,

This is the first issue of our negazine,which ve oxpect to appcar
at lcast quarterly fron now one :

Its nanc,"SABRETACIE", is intended to convey the idea that it
will carry useful inforiation----the "gen's We hope that you will
f£ind that it does so0. ‘ T :

Tne Bditor will welcone any constructive criticisms of this
megaziney and invitces you to comacnt on 2y relevaat natter,
whother it be to add to or alter the contents of an article, or
to give or rcquest infornation.

To borrow a slogen of the busincss world, we will "strive to
plessot=——= any hclp which you can give will nelc the task just
that much easier, and the nagezinc thet much bettor.

You will note that this magczine is duplicated on querto-
sized paper, that it is lightly stapled, and that it has no
cover. Dispensing with o cover will save postagc cosis, and
will givc neubers a chence to file copies in a_cover of their
choice, If it is dacided to keep articles rclating to a part-
jcular subjeet together, this will be facilitated by the way in
wvhich major articles will be duplicateds .

Subject to availability, additional copics of written articles
oy be obteined from the Editor at 6d. pcr shecete Iixtra copics
of photographic illustrations will be-priccd according to costse
Baclkk muibers of "SABRETACIEY" will cost 3/- per copye

Menmbers! scdvertiscneats nay be inscrtcd for a flat rate of 5/=
cach, exccpt Trade advertisencents, which will be the subjcet of
special arrangerientse ‘

Ve hope that your association with us will be a long and a
pleasant one.

THE COLZiITTiEE,
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FIREARMS OF THE AVERICAN CIVIL WAR~=-==~«I.

1Zost of the soldiers on both sides in this unfortunnte War were
wrmed with single-shot, muzzle loading percussion rifles,

AT the outbresk of the War the Union had on hand as infantry
veapons some 530,000 muskets of essentially only modified Revolution-
.ry design. They were fitted with rifled barrels and percussion 1ocks.
Juring the first year of war, the Union armouries produced 10,000 of

:hes e guns, Second year production reached the figure of 200,000, and
. further 500,000 were made, -

Still more muzzle loaders were purchased from overseas. These
cang ed from 425,000 Enfield .577's from England to 60,000 Austrian
tube lock conversions from Herman Boker & Co. of Belgium. Union records
show 2 $otel of 4,022,130 muzzle loaders issued during the War, and of
>his total 726,705 were importations, 90 million rounds of lead
>ullets were issued during the War for these pieces. The Springfield
, 58 celibre was the most common type made in the North, The Whitney-
rille rifle also saw service with the Uaion, both in the Army and
she Navy., The latter ordered 10,000 of these .69 calibre in 1863.

Breech loaders and repcoters were developed during the War and
prior to it, the most famous being the Sharps, Henry, Spencer ond
Starr, 12,000 Spencers =and 100,000 Sharps were bought by the Union
forces., Some of these and other less~known types used the percussion
cap system, while others took rim-fire cartridges,

Most of the Confederate arms falling into these categories were
copies of capturedUnion weapons, The South imported many different
Burcpean designs, among which appezared in limited numbers the Dreyse
and Chassepot "needle guns', More popular with the "Rebs.," was the
Faucheur.” six-shot pin-fire revolving rifle of .44 c¢colibre. A pine
fire revolver of similar colibre was likewise in he~vy demnnd from
this PTrench firm, Specizl Enfield znd Wanitworth rifles from England,
Fitted with telescopes, were pcpular with Southern sharpshooters.

Host of the revolvers in service during the War were the cap-ande-
bz2ll type., There were ,however, seversl firms making weapons to take
& rim-fire cartridge. Smith & Wesson and W.Irving of New York were
among them. These rim-fire revolvers were favourites with Union
officers, The maximum calibre for this type seems to have been 32,

The cap~-2nd-ball percussion types were numerous., Some were imported
but most appear to have been of native manufacture. A list of some of
the better-known types includes Colt,Remington, Savage,Joslyn, Starr,
Butterfield,Rogers & Spencer, Adams,Leech & Rigdon,Le >iat,Le Faucheux,
Beals and Tranter,They varied from 5-shot to 9=shot cnp=cities, most
of them being single acticnweapons. The Adams, Tronter and Savage were
double 2ction., The French Le Mat nad an additional barrel uvnder its
normal one to fire a charge of buckshot.

Quickfiring smallarms immediately bring tc mind the Gatling Gun.The
writer can find only one reliable reference to their use during the
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War., Twelve were purcasazed by Genreral Benjamin Butler, whe perscnal

directed their firing during the siege of Petersburg, 'with{says tae
chronicler) telling effect®, ‘ - ..

The Confederates had a quickfirer of their own, the Williams mschi
gun, The writer will endeavour tec describe this in some future
article. The "Rebs." also had another qQuickfirer, the Gorgas gun.

Cannon used bv both side included breecn and muzzle londers,beth
rifled and smooth bore, The Confederates actually made o revoivi
cannon---its bulk and weight -nowever seeme to have rendered it
rather useless, ¥ortars of up to l3-inch cnlibre were used.

ppte;
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" Australin! shoulder titles, 1958,

Officers and men of the AJM.F, servirg »broad continue in the
tradition of there foreruaners of tie A.I.F, by wearing "AUSIRATTAY
titles on the shoulders of their uniforms. :

The present titles, as worn in Nos. 1 znd 2 Dress? are mcre
decorative than were the eariier types,

Officers of the Royal Australinn Armoufeﬁ.?or;s wear "titles, |
embroidered, Austrnlis’ in silver bullion onblue cloth, Officers of
other Corps wesr gol? bullion on.zlue,

. The correspbnding erbroidery for other ranks is in white o
yellow thread respectively,

In 211 other orders of dress,only senior officers not allctted
to 2 Corps wear "Australia® titles, and these are in Kaaki, in
either winter or summer weight m .terial.

ﬁThese are the blue uniforms,on which regimental or corps badges
are worn, but not regimental or corps shoulder titles, )

B,J.Videon,
Green now for the Army,
The press on 7th January, 1958, informed us that the Australisn

Army will have "a new walking out uniform in off-greene---the
same colour as the American one,

This will replace the present blue walking out uniform,"
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I¥PERIAL GZRMAN MARINE INFAUTRY,

The introduction of the Imperial German Army into the range of "Rose"
odel figures, coincident with tne chance acquisition of several excell-
nt German "pickelhauben', has stimulated further interest in an era
Llready favoured by several members of this Society,

Prussian Grenadiers,resplendent in mitre caps or plumed helmets and
nite trousers, Bavarian Jagexr in sky blue and green, and a liecklencurge
trelitz District Hussar have appeared at recent meetings, whilst a
ergeant of Field Gendarmerie, with notebook and rencil in hand, awaits
ompletion in order that he may be ready to ‘“take down that man's name",

A useful source of information on German uniforms of the period from
901 to 1910 is "Handbuch der uniformkunde" (Knotsdi-Sieg), whilst members
£ the British Model Soldier Society will have the December "Bulletin®
iving an excellent article on the Prussian Guard and Line Infantry.

The most comprehensive coverage of this period, to the writers Znowledge
S _contained in the rarely-seen "Die Uniformen der Deutschen Armee by
uhl (Leipzig 1913).

" On Ruhl's authority the writer gives his idem of a very effective fig=
re, using the standard "Rose" model German infantryman,with jager shako
ith no more modification than the necessary addition of a "Brandenburg"
uff,i.e., one having an upright flap bearing 3 equi-distant buttons.

MARINE _INFANTRY , 1913,
There were 3 sec-Bataillonen,numbered,appropriately enough, 1st,2nd
nd:3rd. The service,dress is desoribed nereunder,

HEADDRESS, Jager type shako, black, with polished leather peaks
and top, flyingPrussian eagle helmet plate in gilt,and oval cockade
inset with white.

TUNIC, Prussian blue. Collar white,edged with Prussian blue, and
having ocn the white porticn 2 yellow-lace stripes from the front

edge to the centre of the gides( Sometimes referred to as the Guard
Stripe). The front edge of the tunic a2nd the rear flaps are finely
Pipediin white, Cuffs are white with the blue upright flap referred
to above. Three horizontal equi-distant stripes of yellow 1lance cross
this flap, and on each stripe 2 button is mounted toward the front.
Shoulder straps are of white, tearing the design in yellow, crossed
anchors, surmounted by =2 crown,and beneatn the nnchors and between
their flukes the Battnlion numeral in Roman figures. Buttons brass,

TROUSERS. Prussian blue,with thin white stripes at outer semms.
BELT, pcuches and boots are of black polished leather,

The parade uniform is as above, except that the shako carries a black
lume, and white trousers, with white stripes, are worn,

’

May, 1958, ' R.POWELL,
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"The Queen of weapcns for the Cavalry'" is how Montecuculi---the

nest preminent general in the German service in the l17th.Centuryse~
described the lancs., '

. Its use can be traced back to the Bgyptians and Assyrians, Among
-'the Greeks and Romans it was used by both hcrse and foot,with no

standard pattern, In the ¥iddle iges it was the weapon of ochivalry,
ané as such was about sixteen Teel long. .

The introduction of firearms revolutiocnised the tactics of cavalry
and from 1597 for over two hurdred vears, the lance disappeared from
the armies of England, though it remained in common use in Zastern
Germany, Polond and Russia., It is interesting ts note that Scottish
lancers dealt severely with Cromwell's troops at Dunbar in 1650,

In Western Burope the horse-pistol practically eliminated the "“arm
blanche®, and the true use of cavalry---the nttnck at speed and the
charge-~-was nearly forgotten until Frederick the Great revived caval:
in the real sense of the word., In 1744 he converted nlil his Uhlans
into Hussars, but in the Seven Years! War he re-introduced & lancer

troop in ench Hussar regiment, the men being equipped with lance,
sword and long pistol.

Napoleon, in his conflicts with the trocps of the Tsar, learned a
respeot for the lance, 2nd in 1807 he formed =a regiment of Polish
lancers, In 1811 he converted nine dragoon regiments into lancers,
whose success at Waterloo led to the British converting to lancers the

following regiments of light dragoons:- 9th, 12th, 18th, 19th in 1816,
and 17th in 1822,

These regiments saw foreign service in various parts of the world.
The 16th in India in 1846 had the reputation of being the best mounted
regiment in the Service, at home or abread, employing Indian country-

breds of the Katthiwar and Mewari treeds, all duns or chestnuts,
compact and speedy, '

L]

The prowess of the 9th and 16th in India, and of the 12th Lancers
in South Africa in 1851, inspired the re-+mbodiment of the 5th(former:
5 th Dragoons, disbanded 1799) as lrncers in 1858. The 17th("Deatn or
Glory Boys") were in the van in the charge of the Light Brigade, and
after the Crimea proceeded to Indin and were engaged in the campaigns

that followed the Mutiny., In 1860 Fane's Horse in the China War furthe
helped to raise the prestige of the l-nce. :

S0 notable were the achievements of lancers in succeeding campaigns
that in 1897 the 21st Zussars were re-equipped as lancers; with them
in their nistoric charge at Omdurman in 1363 was Mr.Winston Churchill.
Furthermore the front renks of dragoons were equipped with the larnce
until guerilla warfare of the South African War was met,

At Elandslaagté in 1899 the 5th Lancers executed a brilliant charge

whereafter the Boers never again faced lancers, "the men with the
long assegais",
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Despite the cxtensive use of cavalry in the Great Wor, opportunities
o “get home" with the iwnce in the attack were few, the most nciable
>ecasions being:- 9th Lancers at lioncel =ni the 12th 8t Cerizy in
france in 1914, 2nd Lancers(Indisn Armylet Lejjun, and the 29th Lancers

(I.4.) near the Jordan, both in 1918,

In 1927 Army Order 392 2bolished the l-nce éxceﬁt for ceremonial

Jurposes in the British Army. In 1939 it survived in the Indian Army,
:nd in Polsad, Latvia and Lithuania,

The pole of the lance was originally of ash impregnated with a
pixture of linseed oil and ter; from 18638 male bampoo which is tough
and elastic was used, In 1883 a leather protector like a sleeve was
1dded’ to prevent the cnrbine fror cnafing the pole waen siung., The
point has varied from time to time, Small spiked points, dbroad spear

points, leaf-shuped points have all been tried; a triangular point was
finally adopted, '

.The use of the lance can have s great moral effect., However it is
2 rather cumbersome weapon,.useful in the first shock but not in the
melee whicl might follow, This led to the lancer beinz given a sword

21lso, thus incressing the weight to be carried by the horse. Again,
when the lancer dismounts the disposal of his lance presents a problem,

In Australia, tho only lancer units inthe 19th Century were the
Yew South Wales Lancer Regiment and the Adelaide Lancers("A"Sguzdron,
South Austr~lisn I"ounted Rifles)., The New Souta Wales Lancers in the

South African War were armed with lance, sword and carbine, the same
as British lnncers.

After the 19C3 re-org-onisation, when the three regiments of the
X¥.8.W.¥ountel Brigade were expanded into six, there were two additionnl
lancer regiments, the Hunter River Lancers and Northern Rivers Lancers,
However from 1903 to 1.921 all the regiments were eguipred &nd trained
&s mounted riflemen, without an "arme blanche", so the lance and sword
were relegated to ceremonial and the tournament field., Vice-regal

escorts carried l=nces up to 1939, but =s.horses are no longer used in

the A.i.F,, presumably this colourful pomp has been seen for the
last time,

PeVeVirnna,

...'.'..'..".....'O'......O'.l‘...'.l.( 2 &8 0 80 9 64000

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
We remind our members that subscriptions f. the year 1958/59

‘are due and pnyable on 2lst June 1958, and should be forwarded to
~the Secretary by that date.

Rates for 1958/59 are:-

|

‘ .

| Junior members.............,10/6,

1 All other members....,......£1.1,0,

Society lapel badges at 5/= eacn ma& be obtained from the Secretary.






1o r T Tt aTOeoearNenr el Rataestatemsaeadiolo - tEsiassorseeresieeedtesrisodnristeriaidasrscdestosenionsisorsiitocse

-

" tetecstinnt

The Evolution of the Rising Sun
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tne forusgzoing artic
i Ll souvenir publicst
vith the film of that n:sne,

N - H -ge . - L S e 2 P .
& during the war vfLG3%-45, in -

«q "We oFf the A.,:

This story of the development of the Australian Armyv badge is not
accepted universally:=- ‘

Hy Robert Gray has prowl ded the following interesting facts which
challenge its veracty, and I quote his words:-

"Sir Edward Hutiton eassumed the posizion of G.0
Commonwealtn Lilitary Forces on January 292 1
The badge was issued to "D" Corpany 1lst Zattal
Commonwesglth Horse in Brisbane rrior to leavin
on the 26tk January 1902 where it joined thae X.S.W, uni
0T this force. They left Sydcney in tne transport "Custodian®
on” the 18th February 1902,

The badge was designed by Col. Cox Taylor znd is teken from
a part of the hat badze as worn by %hne oid 6ta. (Australizn
Rifle Regiment) N,S,W. Infsnitrvy., He was sttached to tx s
unit in 1897 and designed the tadge for the regiment. The
1st, Batt., Aust., Commonwesnlth Horse was commanded by Col.
J.8, Lyster and it was this officer who ssked his Adjutani
Capt. Cox Taylor to design a badge for the regiment . "

The Army seems content with the former version, however, as
Australian newspapers in April 1958 included a recruiiing advertise-
ment waich depicted s version of the trophy of arms shown in Fig.l,
followed by these words:-

" This is the true story

The illustrztion above is an zuthentic reproduction of ihe
originsl trophy of arms mounted above lajor«General Sir
Bdward Huttons doorway in Victorisz Barracks, kelbourae,
from 1902 to 1904, Tals mountcd trophy consisicd of a red
semi-circulsr board on which aliernate trizrguler and
cut=and-thrust sword bayonets radiated frow a brass crown
design, From this doorway trophy design came the rising
sBun badge to gain aonour and fame -1l over the world,!

In any event, 1t is probable th-t collectors will be inccrested

in4theavarious types of "suns" which are known by the writer to have
exiested,

The Austrslien Commonwealth Horse certuinly nad a badge other taan

Pt rae
that saown. in Fig 2, In it the su:s "ruyst or arms appeared similar to
those in B:ig 3, and the word“Australisn- appeered around ithe crown,

wiaich surmounted a scroll curving downwards towards tae outer edges
and bearing the words "Commonwezltn Horse® . '
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The badge shown in Fig 3 was worn as a collar badge (mounted on
a gorget patch) to the Coronation of Xing Tdwzrd the Seventh, It
is understood that the hat badge worn on that occasion was identical
in design, but in the larger size,

Both the above types of badges were oxidised,

The badge which wzs adopted in 1904 (fig 4) has appezred in a
number of forms since taat tixe. Taese included miror variations
due to the use of different dies, and more important variations
whnich are deserving of mention, and are set out below:-

1., In peacetime the badge was gernerslly of brass, but during
both world wars oxidised copper badges were made, Some
stocks of peacetime badges were oxidised for wartime use,
During tne latter part of WorldWeaer 2 badges were painted
daxk grey, scme =ppearing almest black,

Officers could purchase small sized badges in an attrac-
tive venetian bronze finiszx from certzin military out-
fitters,

The large size was for wear on the turneduvp side of the
of the hat, although some soléiers in World War 1 are
shown in photographs with nat badges worn on tne fronts
of their hat p~nds ( as was done in the Tr-~ansvaal War).
The sm=ll size was for wezr on the fronts cf peaked cwups,
and on collars.

During World W:r 1 "Tiptaft" of Rirmingham produced &
small badge whose greatest width was L3", waereas the
ususl width of this badge was 1LEY

Some hat badges had the English verticzl prong fittead

at the back but the majority 2124 the two eyelets,

Sm21l sized bronze rising sun badges were worn on tae
fronts of the small soft felt huts ~nd on the coliars

of girls of the AWAS during their service in World War 2,
This sign was =21s0 worn on berets of trocps utiliising
that form of hendiress,

2, Stokes & Sons of i.elbourne manuyfacturcd a mugnificent
bi-metal and enamecl sun, in bothr the Lirge und small
silxes, apparently the officers equivalent of the brass
badge worn by otaer r.nks,

T..e shape wus as in Fig 4. Tne sun's rays «ind Ccrown were
yellow gllit, 2and the scroll with wording was of

sterling silver, Tae seamnicircular "body¥ cof tae sun

and the top of the crown were pilerced to show =z backing
of red enamel,
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3A particularly fine solid sterling silver badge was ;
mamfaciured by the well-Xnown Zritish firm of Zaunt & Sons
This was understood to have becen worn by officers of tae
Light TXorse between tihe years 1922 & 1930, before the
re-introfuction of regimeni-l brdges, (Setween 1311 and
1922 Compulsory Tr-ining units wore brass numerzls on the
Fronte of helr hats, in conjunction with coloured bands
denoting corps), Only the large size silver b:dge hz
been seen by the writer,

A lightweight pressed badge in 2 silver finish also existed
ot this tine, '

4. iHembers of the Royal Austrnlisn Fursihg Service
wore a waite meizl brdge brooeh fasaion at the neck of
their hospital uniforms, or as =2 tiepin with walking out
dress, Tzis wes the small-sized badge, flat in apyeurance
fitted at the buck with 2 norizontal ringed pin wnich
engaged a nook at the pointed end. Tais brdge was worn
until tne Royal Australisn Army Hursing Corps received
lts own badge for ants and collars about 1952,

5. In 1952 the word "Commonwonlta® was omitted from the
title of Rising Sun =Zadges, The new badges appexred in .
both the larze zand sthe smzll sizes, and were in gilt 2nd
in frosted silver f£:iaishes,
The originzl fustenings for tne smalle-sized bndzes conme -
prised a pair of sharpened met«l prongs waich could be
bushed tarougan the- zxteri=l of tane garment, snd taen bvent
over. Taese were later ~iscontirued, due to tre.kages,
und the twin eyelets were used sgain _
Silvered badges are at present used by some units waich
cithcr asve no regimentzl) badge, or else aave o regimentil
badge in insufficient quontties for =1l uses.

Since its introduction and uatil 1957 tae Rising Sun RBad
one exception wis the only badze waich wns worn officially t
by 211 raoxks of the Ausiralian Army below the rank o Colonel. The
exception was the "R,A,A." brdze of the Arsillery, waich w-s wo
in Frnnce and Flonders furing the war of 1514-18, (Numerous ba
Weze Wo§n unofficially but these 4o not f~1l1 wiihin the scope of
article), '

b Kad
tive unit uniforms and badges dur: g World War 2, and were issucd
with Army uniforms ~nd brorze rising suns, Taese arc still in use
by many Cadet unite, althouza the use of school unit brdges is azgnin
sprending, :

Many units of School C dets dlscontinue? the uce of their distinc-

¥ational Service treinees of the Army continue to we-r Rising

Nk eeD

Sun badges (no collar brdzes are worn in the present battle dress
tunics) in bruss or bronze, many of them being the old wartime issues,






Immedirtely before the issue of tzne new type budes zbout LG
many trocps were required to polisia tacir tronzed badges =and bu
to achicve a bright copper finish.
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tn September 7th 1957, Ausirclisn newspaopers cerried under tuae
headline "Rising S~} Bodge pussing" +he foliowing news itcm:-

"The Jdistinctive Rising Sun Scdge, waich has become o part of
every Austrulian Digzger, wiil be left behind by the :Hzloya

Force,
It will be the first time thant Australicn troops aave gone
~overseas without wearing the badge on their hates, It 2zs

been replaced by regimental vzdges, waich were withadrawn
during the wnr. "

The Rising Sun cmblem wes originally the boadge of the Austra
linn TLight Horse regiment which fought in the Boer War.

%;;W:s redesigned in 1903 and adopted as this Commomvesnlin
adge, ' .

Korca Force men sailed with Risinz Sun badges, but were
issved with regiment=l budges later,®

On September 8th the ¥dnister for the Army (Mr, Francis) was reoc
ed 28 having stated thnt "the traditional baedzse of the Australian Ars
the Rising Sun"™ would be worn by the Army component lcaving for znlay

Newspapers of the 27tﬁ October contalned an item, under tne hezde
ing "Badge" which said tat the compromise reached concerning tae
waaring of the Rising Sun b~dze by Austrslian troops in Malnya was

regirded as entirely unsatisfuctory by the Returned Servicemens
Lerzve of Australia,

Quote:~ " Congress was told that troops of the 2nd Battalion, Roy
Australian Regiment, in Malaya wore the badge of the Regiment on tnoi:
hats, and o cloth rising sun repliocz on their left sleeve,

These cloth badges depicted the Risinz Sun in yellow, outlimed zn
vicked out in black, with the words “Australien iiilitary Forces" in
block on the scroll, The "Queen's crown" is blocked in in red, Eadges
are woven on two differcnt beckgrounds, one green, tne other fown, ¢
match the colours of uniforms in use, Dimensions of tie pateh are .2%:

O M

-

This is not the first occasion on waich a cloth rising sun bzdsec
has been worn by Australian troops.

Betweer 1915 and 1919 Permanent Forces of +he A, M,F, wore a plue
Rising Sun, with fnwn lettering "Aust'n Military TForces®™ on tne scrol.
and the Imperjisl Crown outlined in red. This badge wns the same sicz:
a8 the hat tacgennd wns erbroidercd onto a strip of khoki Drill 2%wii
Badges were "cut off the roll", The specimen of this patch which is
in the writers posession measures 2" x 339,

A woven patch for the Australian Victory Contingent featured the
rising sun., This will be described in an article dealing wita patche:
issued for special occasions, ,

May 1950 e do ViGE0il
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LANVARDS,

Tne dress of perscnxnel of the A ,F, is new beint drightened up
by the nddition of ccloureld whistle lanyards worn arouni the right
shoulder and tucked into the breast pocket,

In order to ensure uniformity of colours the Army has expressed
gach colour by name, onld also dy o British Colour Code number,

These are set out below:w-

SCARLET (BCC 209).
Royazl filitary College (The Sovereign
Royz2l Austreliza Infantry Corps,
Royzl Australian Army Ordnance Corps,
Royal Australizn Army Provost Corps

s . Company),

Cfficer Cndet School(Senior Oompany$.
DULL CHERRY(2CC 38). . .

Royal Australin Army Medical Corps.
¥ ARGOX (3CC39).

Australian Army Legal Corps,
ROYAL 3LUE(BCC 197). : :
Royal Australian Corps of Signols,
DARX BLTE(BCC 50). :
Royal Australizn Engineers,
DARZ BLUB(BCC 49),

Royol Coxrfs of Australion Electriczal & IMechanicnl Engincers,
P ALZ 3LUE(BCC 45),

Australiczn Army Educctional Corps,
SLATT GR®Y(BCC 145)., -

: Australian Amy Caterinz Corps,
PURPLE (==),

Royal Australinn Survey Corps.
YELLOY(BCC 112),
_ Royal Australian ArmouredCerps.
YRELLOY (3CC 114), . -
Rey2l Australlen Army Service Corps,
Royal Australian Army Pay Corps.
RIFLEL GREEN(BCC 27).
Roynl Australian Regiment,

17/18th, Infantry Battalion(double twist).
HID GREEN(--),

Australian Intelligence Corps.
"COSSACX GRTEN (BCC 10%).

Roy2l Australian Army Dental Corps,
, WI—II’I".-B("-?? ' :

Royal Australian Artillery,
KHAXI (BCC 72),

Royal Australian lilitary College(except Sovereigns Compzany),
Officer C=zdet School(except Senior Company).

’ B.JgVideono
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A SPRCIAL, isnT, /13

We would particularly like to help out friends of the Army in =
quest which has been advertised recently in the Press, so far without
success, : .

Here is a copy of the press releases--

BAND SEEKS OLD SWORD.

—

. One of the Australian Army's leading bands - The Royal Austral
Engineers - based in Nev South Wales, has been unable to find a st
sergeant's sword for its Drum Hajor, although officers of the Corp
and the Institution of Engineers, Australia, have made efforts %o obtain
one overseas and in Australia. '

The Institution told the Corps thét it wished to present to the ban

two ceremonial swords - for the bandmaster and drum major - bhut swords of
the traditional type are difficult to obtain in the United Xingdom,

£s_an alternative the Institution, at its annual conference in
Newcastle this week, presented to the band a drum major's staff, which
was a replica of the staff carried by the drum mejor of the Royal
Bngineers' Band in England., But the Corps *is still keen to obtain the
sword, which, by tradition, must be carried by the drum major.

A few of these swords, known as a "Claymore with basket hilt" weare
used in fustralia, for cercmonial purposes, up to 1938, These were a
legacy from the time when British trcops were stationed in ifustralia. Ths
nain means of identification is the heavy nickel scabbard.,

0Zficers of the Corps would be grateful to anyone knowing where such
a sword night be obtained.

—- A copy of the Specification of "Sword, Staff Sergeants, No, 1, MMark
1131, acconmpanied by detailed drawing, is held by the Editor, and if =zny
menber knows, or thinks he knows, of such a sword which night be availazls
to the band, the Editor would like very much to hear of it.s and check

details,

® 8 a0 8 0 &0 0000 8 0 eoOoDPOOEES

A NEW ARiiS SOCIETL. . , '

Our friend Mr Peter'Bullock, of Sydney, has advised us of the reczent
éformation of "The Antique Arms Collectors Society of fustralia.®

i The Secretary is Hr, Wo.Bartlett, of 35 Juvenis iAve., Caravan Head,

, Sydney. N.S.V. : |
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COLCUR PATCHES OF TIE AUSTRALIAL
AR}IY"“’"’"‘i )

During and betwecn the tuo World Wars, members of the Australian

Arny(both i.I.F. and A.M.F.), and later the Interin Forces, wore
colour patches on their sleceves,

Colour patches worc introduced carly in the First World War,
replacing snall brohze netal muicrals and abbreviated corps titles
which were worn by the first troops who went off to war.

At one
tine or anothcr about 290 differesnt colour patches were worn
auring the Var,

Between the Wars, the nunber dropped to as few as 167,

The greatest munber of patches ever worn by the Arniy was scen
d%r1€g1gggld War 2, The exact munber is unkaown,but was probably
apow °

unring 1?#1 colour patches cormenced to be worn on hat bands
and berets in “shirt sleeve" order of dress.

By the beginning of 1945 colour wvatches had becone so Irer ous
and so conplex that the Arny effected simplifieation and drastic
re¢auction. For cxample, over 125 wartine patches of the ledical

Corops were replaccd in 19%5 by onc patche

Dress Rogulations of ‘7937 provided that serving soldiers could
indicate previous service in a World War 1 unit by wearing the
patch of that unit in miniature above the full size patch of the
current unit. These uiniaturc patches were to be half the sizc
of tne full size patch, and werec worn &" below the shoulder, and
4" above the full size patch, A patch to denote previous service

in the Havy was of navy blue material, 2"xi", with the letters
"R A W" in white thercon. )

During World War 24 soldiers vho transferred fron one unit

to another wore the miniature patch of the former unit over the
patch of the latter,

Colour patches of the 2nd.A,I.F. had a 4" surround of french
grey naterial, Militia and Garrison units had no surround, even
though the patch night have been otherwise identical. An additional
dress distinetion of the 2nd«A.I.F. was the title "AUSTRALIAM,

worn in netal on the shoulder straps of scrvice dress uniforns,
and enbroidered on cloth slides for shirts etce

In 1952 all colour patches were abolished, and formotion signs
and cloth titles vere introduced. - '
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Shapes of colour patches weore significznt of the fornation %o
vhich the yearer belonged, and in the casc of WW2, the shapes
ihcluded the rollowings= . L
' 4 square,denoting higher comnands, L of C units owx
base unitss o .
A triangice,Corps troops% # G and pilonecrs;
An upright rectanglc, 5th. Divisionj
& squat rectangle, 6th. Division;y
A sguarc sot dianond-wisey 7the. Division;
An oval, 8th. Divisiong . 1 ‘
L circle (and, aftor Tobruk, o T-shaped paten), 9th. Divj
An arrow hecad pointing forward, 11th. Divisiong
. & double dianond, Comnando units. ) ]
itniere vere various other shapes for .Jrnourcd and Hotor unitse
In nost patches the positioning ol the colours had a
ﬁe@lnite significances for instance, in the cascs of Infantry
and Arnoured units the lower colour indicated the Brigade,
and the upper colour indicated the Battalion within the Brizadee.

) In tho following series, & muber of patches will1be illus-
tfated9 and, as far as possible, pabchcs have becn checked

against originel samples.

(Bibliographyg "Colour Patches', Sun News Pictorial,;ilelbourne,
. 1945, g i Y s
"o Bénghazi', Gavin Long, 3i.W.llssCanberra;i252.
Scrics Wo.1 showus:=

(a) Higher Comnends

(b) 2nd. A.I.F. Hiddle Basty

(¢) 6th, Division, 2nd. A.I.F.

9 .

lay 1953, : ) : . Lo M. Festberg.
ooooooooooeeooqooe'o’.oo‘eo‘oeeooeoo'
The Thune Reginonfl
On 23rd, Harch 1958, The.Hume ﬁegimont (The 59th.Infantry

Battalion) was granted the Freodou of Entry to the City of
Shepparton, Victoria, its "hone" citye

. This is the first occasion on which the Frcedon of a City
as becn grentcd in Smstrslia, '

The Iune Rogim-nt displays on its Colours battle honours
won by the 59th. Battalion A.X.F. in the War of 1914-1918,

0000 CVOVOEAINCOVOOO000OGO0CRROGTOE SO
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' AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

HIGHER COMMANDS

I=nd TeGs Le 1 Auste. Corpse
: ) - rad
1 Auste ArHiYe 5., 2 Aust, Corws.
2 Luste AYIWe ' 6. 3 hust. Ccrpas
blue
freneh ETCV e
1,
rcd
black rcd Hlacl red
rcd
2. 3.
|
hlock

4,
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SOCIETY NOTES

The Military Collectors Soclety was formed on 17.5.57,
During the first twelve months of its existence, much time wzs
recessarily spent in "getting organised", A Constitution was
drafted, and the foundation members had to get to know each cther.

Time was found however, for a small Christmas partrys

"which was held on 21,12,57, and with this function were combi:éd
the following competitions.,

1+ Best American model soldiery any period, conversion or
manufacture by competitor,

2. Best soldier or police figure of any period or country -
conditionsas 1,

3. Best mounted figure - conditions as 1.,
Y, Best exhibit of military insignia 1800=191k,

. Trophies, which were generously donated by some of
our members, were awarded to the winners in each section, and
the occasion may fa;rly_be claimed to have been a success,

: During the period of the Australian Industries Fair
(3 weeks from 7.3.58), and exhibit of model soldiers. uniform
items, badges, books, etc,, was displayed in the Exhibition
Building, This exhibit a%tracted much interest, but costs
incurred detracted from its success,

Television viewers received a very brief glimpse of
some of our collectors' pieces on 8,5,58,

The Committee has also eﬁgaged in a considerabls
amount of business including =

1. Application to the Secretary, Department of the Army,
for official recognition of tnis Society, and assist-
ance in the procurement of badges, etc. This natter
is being dealt with, As one of the main aims of this
Society is research into military dress% it is hoped

o)

that in due course we will have access libraries of
military establishments, '

2. Application to the . irector of the Australian War
Memorial for publication of postecards depicting
Australian uniforms, for publication of military
colour prints¥ and for assistance in providing certain
material for "Sabretache". A sympathetic reply has
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been received, although it is unders%cod that the
publication of postcards may not te zcnsidered
econonically possible, que to laciz of demand,

3 An approach to leading Australian menufacturers of

metal and cloth badges, seeking the supply of
obsolete badges for collection purposes. Some
manufacturers have old stocks on hand, and one well~
known firm expressed willingness to restrike old
metal badges to orger provided that orders will be
economically worth'whiie° A trial order has been

placed for a wide variety of badges to fill definite
requests so far received,

Members wishing to purchase either metal or cloth
insignia should write to the Hon, Secretary.

Approaches to Military units which have observed
cerenonial (such as Trooping of the Colour, etc.,) for
coples of their official programmes for distributicn
to menmbers, Unfortunately, up to date, these have
had to be purchased, and it has been possible to send

copies only to our kindred societies overseas for
purposes of historical record,

Members who would be prepared to purchase these
brogrammes as they are issued should write to the
Editor stating their requirements (i.e. complete
coverage, btrooping of colours only, etc,) Costs
seem to average about 2/- per copys, We will endeav-
our to arrange for the supply of any back numbers

and will try to advertise forthcoming functions in
sufficient time to allow members to order programnmes,

Procedures at meetings have been streamlined and
members are invited to attend on the third Friday in every

month, and to bring along more of their models, or latest
acquisitions, for discussion and display.

Competitions, particularly‘in the model field are
expected to be held annually at Christmas Time. Details
will be notified in the next issue of "Ssbretache".

It is regrettable that a "sour note" was struck when
two of our early members, B, Snowfoot and J.I. Lock, had to be
expelled under the provisions of Article 17 of the Constitution.

It 1s hoped that the provisions of this Article will not need to
be exercised again, :

The previous Committee was re-elected at the May
monthly meeting,

R. PONELL
Hon, Presidente
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ARTICLES WANTED

The BEditor will be pleased to receive articles for
inclusion in "Sabretache', If you have information which
is of interest, but feel unable to write an article about it,
then send the information in rougzh formy, and we will see
what we can do with it,

hrticles should be as factual as possible ~ when a2 natter
is in Z2oubt, the doubt should be expressed, When authority
exists for a statement it is desirable to quote it.

So, whatever the subject, and no matter the forn,
provided there is a chence that it will be of interest to the
nenbers, the Z2itor would like to receive it.

L ] ° . [ 4 L4

INFORMATTION WANTED

Mr. 4.,N., Festberg is endeavouring to compile for the
Society a lineage of hLustralien Cavalry and Infantry units
from Federation to date,

If any nenber can provide any informetion which will
assist Mr, Festberg, he will be grateful to hear of it.

e Q L4 L] (-]

A DISTINGUISHED SERVICT BADGE

We are informed that the *Soviet 4rmy has a badge which
could place it in the lead in the worldwide competition for the
creation of new badges.

, It is that of "Distinguished Banitary Man'", and
apparently is in the form of a red and silver badge, sonewhat
shield-~shaped, for wear on the right breast,

Does any reader know of a sinilar bedge for another
country? -
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° ADVERTT SEIEELS,

VADPED, -==01d Australian and lNev Zoaland badgesy buttons cteey of
Ari vy, 2avy and Air PForce.

lobert Gray, 5 Bldoer Tce., Glengowrie, Sth. Austrelia.

NAINTED ===Confederate rclics of the Auerican Civil Vers large cony
o0f Conrfcderate battle flagy Confederate keni (or a copy); Geraoan
pickelnoube and Unlon cap; British Linc Infaontry and Dragoon helmetss
and, fronm Australizn source only, a Hartini llonry riflce

K, Pryor, 28 Jersey St., Balvyn, Vic.

WAITTEDe =—~ilazi uniforn peaked caps models of dazi Gernan soldicrs,
o) TR - CON | =2 . S el v . -

other than Wm.Britain's i‘igures; fnerican Civil War rciicse

K.Gilkinson, 36 Joha St., Oakleigh, Vice

WANTED,==-=I an kecn to acquire the following pieces of hecaddress for

inclusion in ny collections- .
Lencer helmets of British and Gernan Armics as in 191k,
preferably of 17th. Lancers and as vorn by 19th.Uhlans,
Officcr types not requirod,

BsJ.Vidcon, 1 Harper Ave.yBentleigh SE15, Vic,.

FORMATION SICGHS WANTED.---1 pair of cach of 1 AGRA, 5 AGRA, and 7th.
Infantry Brigadee

Alfrced Festberg, 2 Springficld Ave., Toorak, Vics

FOR SALE.=== 2 WW1 German pickelhaube helrets, in gray felt, with
detachablc grey iron spikes, grey badges etée.y have been handed to
ne for salee These arc in very fair condition, and the owner asks
£3 for eache Une Prussian, thce other Wurtouberg. Postage extras
BedeVideon, 1 Harper Avee., Bentleigh SE 19, Vie.

W GTRDy~-= A collector specialising in miniature figurcs and
hcaddress of FRALKCE FIRST EMPIRE and INPERIAL GERMAINY 1380 to 1910,
I am anxious to acquirc a Gernan Dragoon.type helmet,carly Prussian
figures by Wn.Britain and any dapolconic figurcs by ilignote

Bob Pawell, 11 Daff Ave. Moorabbin, Victoria. XL 4131,

ROYAL AUSTRALIAY ENGINEERS.

- On Hovenber 22nd. 1957 celebrated the 50th. Aaniversary of
the granting of the title "RoyalHl,

Ihe Corps of Australian Enginccrs was forned in 1902 fron
The States' Ficld and Subnorine Miner Companics,and on Kovenber 19th.
1907 the title "Royal" was granted,
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WHITE _ COOLIZS

Our readers =ney be interested to know that there is
evailable at F.ii, Cheshire Pty. L‘cd,'Booksellersz of 338
Little Collins Street, :lelbourne, a paper covered edition of
Sister Betty Geffrey's excellent book "White Coolies', which
tells of the experiences of a group of ..ustralian Hurses in
Japenese hands, :

Price is 3/92, ani no ones interested in the literature
of the 1939-:5 Wer should miss this book,

L] [ ] 9 L L]

ROYAL MILITARY COLLZEGE, DUNTROOXN

o rmang. cprras

The Queen Mother presented the Queen Zlizzbeth the
Second's Banner to the Corps of Staff Cadets at The Royal
iiilitary Colleze on 25th February, 1958.

FPive thousans gussts watched as 200 cadets in No., 1
cerenonial dress "blues" took part. . The R.M.C. Bend was
dressed in white helmets and white coated uniforrs.

The banner is to be held each year by the champlon cadet
company, vhich is now Xnown as the "Sovereign's Comdany”. .

The Commonwealth Government Clothinz Factory in ielbourne
manufactured the bammer, which is of blue silk, fringed with
goléd, The Queen's Cipher appears in zold on one side, with
the crown embroidered in coloured silks, The year "195uH
appears on the top left corner Of this side, The Royal
Coat-of-Arms appears on the other side, The Staff,
surmpounted by a lion ant crown, is decorated with two red
tasselled cords, (26.2,58),
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ASHRAF, M., 16-3-992, Malakpate, Hyderabad, 4P2, INDIA.
Collects buttons, titles, cap and collar badges (British C/W «
' India.)
CLRTER, G.H. W4 Williams Rd., Prahran, VICTORIA.
Collects Artillery and aircraft models, German Insignia.

DiRE, Beatrice M., (Lieut-Col), W707 Fifth Lve., S],jokarie*’-'r Washington,

U.S.A.
Collects Fatches and metal insignia world wide.

15 i 3_ .

Collects model soldiers 1939-45 and equiopment of that period.

DORNBUSCH, C.E. 50 Chauncey Ave., New Rochelle, N.Y. U.S.4.
' Military bibliography.,

DINNEEN, T. 51 Woodville St., Hendra, Brisbane, QUEENSLAND

DUNCAN, I.L. 1580 Madison St., Oakland 12, Calif. UsS.A.

Collegts U.S. Regimental insignia, and British C/Wealth metal
cap and collar badges and shoulder titles. (No cloth.)

FESTBERG, 4. 2 Springfisld ive., Toorak, YICTOEIA.
Collects Military literature and Australian Army insignia.

PLEMING, Jafnes 0.y 22 Milford St., Clarksburg, West Virginia. U.S.A.
Unit histories, patches and distinctive insignisa. -; :
GILEINSON, K. 36 John Street, Oakleigh, YICTORIA. : ‘
: Collects model figures and literature re North American
Indians, U.S. Cavalry and Nazi German forces, also Hazi insign

7 GRAY, Robert, 5 Elder Terrace, Glengowrie, SOUTH LUSTRALIA. A
Collects iaval and military history of iusts & N.Z. forces,
. bedges of same.

H.RPER, Hugh G. 5 Craigs Lve., Bdinburgh 12 ILK. _
' Collects cap and hat badgss of British C/wealth, cloth
formations, titles and flashes.
H.ZENBERG, R. 1 Devon Rd., Bucklands Beach, Auckland, N.Z.
' Collects cap badges, cloth titles and formation signs.
, VICTORIS. |
badges, mainly British C/W and U.S
d in Armbands and b“rassards.

WHIGGS, Brian M. 21 Wills St., Balwyn E.8
Collects milivary benks ang
intereste
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+HINDS; l=clty 50 Middle St., .Ascot Vale W.2, YICTORIL...
Collects badges and buttons.

HORDzRN, P.3., 67 irgylc Rd., Xew E.4, VICT NIA.
Collects model soléiers modern period,
Ki¥E, Peter; (Dr.) 227 McKinnon Rd., McKinnon, VICTCRIA.
Collects and converts model soldiers, collects military
prints and books, and Army mecical insignia.

KING, H.L.,

-

3 South St., Farnham, Surray; ZNGL/ND.
Collects British cap and helment badges 1881-1957, Canadizn
cap badges since 1939, fustralian cap badges during reign
of present Sovereign only.

LOUTH, Bsrnard, 26 Cark Rd., Keighley, Yorks, ENGL:D.
Collects anything military.

PUTRRAY , Charles. R. 64 Donald St., Footscray W.11., 7ICTORIA.
Collects Police and military badges world wide.

POVELL, Robert. 11 Daff 4ive., Moorabbin, VICTORI.

Casts, converts and ccllects model soldiers, particularly
Napoleonic and Franc. Prussian periods. ' }

- PRYOR, K.VW. 28 Jersey St., Balwyn, VICTORIA. .

: Collects. model soldiers. :

SLUNPERS, a.l. 2 Home Cottages, Frieze Hill, Taunton, Somerset, ENGL.ID
Collects model soldiers.

°
-

KiDIFES, Charles R., 10 Duckett St., Brunswick, N.10, VICTORI:.
. Collects books and cuttings etc., of military interest,
. American Civil War in particular.

SPRAGUE, Rodney J. 35 North Rd., Elwoed, VICTORIA.
Collects wecapons and ‘medals.

STORER, H.J. 16 View Street, Vest Footscray, VICTORIA. |
: Police iniforms and badges of ?,f"itis'n C/viealth,
/TEI;GIIFS, Ian CO Lieut, ﬁ’uR-.&'xc:.R; 9 Enoggt}ra, U.‘;.L;\TSL;&P’EDI '
' Ribbons and decorations, titles and formation signs of Aust-
Mil. Forces.

, TRAINOL, J. 32 Darlington Gve., East Coburg, VICTORIA.
' Collects badges €loth and metal) and medals.,

v/ VIDEON, B. J, 1 Harper Lve., Bentleigh S.E. 15., VICTORLa.
" . Collects Military and naval headdrass and insignia.

WATSOH,A., New Park, Tylden, Victoria, a )

Collects model soldiers,interested American Civil War.
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